
 

 
 

 

 Grayswood CE Primary School Class Weekly Note 

                           YEAR 4 SWALLOWS 

 Class Teacher/s: Mrs Coult and Mrs Fairhurst 

 Learning Support Assistant/s: Mrs McQuillan (Monday – Wednesday 

mornings; Mrs Rose Callaghan (Thursday–Friday mornings) 

 

Important diary dates and reminders 

Year 4 class assembly – Thursday 12th March 
 
Swallows ‘Rescue the Rainforest’ fair – Friday 13th March 3:20-4:20 
 
Kew Gardens trip – 19th March 
 

Church Assembly– Wednesday 11th February  

Swallows are taking the upcoming church assembly next Wednesday morning. We will be wearing PE 
kit (as it is our PE day) but a few children will need a slightly different change of clothes. If this is your 
child, then can we please ask that they wear their ‘outfit’ on Wednesday am and then change into 
their PE kit after the service. They have the only ‘costume’ roles. 

Class update  

In English we wrote our own versions of ‘The Great Kapok Tree’, basing these on the original text. 
We used the ‘boxing up’ strategy to do this. They are familiar with this as we used it in Year 3. Boxing 
up is a very useful strategy that helps children begin to internalize and to some extent visualize a 
sense of structure in their writing. It develops a story plan from pictorial representation to an initial 
stage of a written piece. Pictures give way to a summary of sections within a story. The process 
enables the writer to identify characters and events in an original text, ‘magpie’ ideas from these, 
before finally innovating their own composition from these. The children used this to good effect. 

This week in Maths, we started a unit on Length and perimeter, focusing this week on measuring in 
kilometres and metres as well as understanding perimeter on a grid. In Year 3, the children were 
introduced to the idea of perimeter by measuring and calculating the perimeter with labelled side 
lengths. In this small step, the children explored perimeter further with a focus on rectilinear shapes, 
where all sides meet at right angles. These rectilinear shapes were drawn on squared grids, mainly 
centimetre squared grids. We will continue this work next week, extending and challenging the 
children further.  

In Science we looked at the process of melting and freezing by making ice-cream, using a bag of ice, 
salt and a bag of milkshake. We explained to the children that adding salt to ice lowers the freezing 
point by a few degrees.  When salt is added to the ice in the outer bag, the ice (which is at 0c) is 
suddenly above its freezing point and starts to melt.  The melting requires energy which in this case 
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is taken from milk mixture in the inner bag, causing the milk to freeze. At the end of the lesson, most 
could understand that ice cream is made up of droplets of fat from milk jumbled up with millions of 
tiny crystals of ice and pockets of air. Well done, Swallows, you enjoyed this lesson! 

 
Spellings 
Here are the new spellings for next Wednesday. Please also complete the assignments set on 

Spelling Shed and enjoy playing the games. 

Home learning 

The children should record their work in their blue homework books. We are happy for any 

homework completed to be handed in on Thursday of the following week. 

An explanation of the tasks can be found below: 

Maths – The Maths homework is to complete the tasks set on Mathletics. 

English – We have spent much of this half term looking at rainforests, and we would like the children 

to find out a little about the rainforests still existing in this country! This could be a few facts written 

down, a poster inviting people to visit one of them, some pictures they have found and labelled – 

anything they feel reflects the research they have done.  

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Coult and Mrs Fairhurst 
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